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INTEREODUCTION 


A S a tribute due tothe memory of Lew1rs 

the Sixteenth, the late unfortunate 
King of France, a ſummary account of ſome 
particulars, but little known, reſpecting the 
laſt moments of this Monarch, with a Copy 
of his Will, are hereby recommended to the 
peruſal of every loyal ſubject, fond of his king, 
and partial to order, and his will. 


The annexed WIL IL, was deemed the 
fineſt Funeral Oration that could be uttered, 
in praiſe of the King's Virtues ; and is here 
ſuch as was read in the Spaniſh Embaſſudar s, 
chapel in London, on Monday the 28th of 
January laſt, amidſt the ſighs of a deply af- 
fected congregation of Engliſh and French. 
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RESPECTING "THE LAST | MOMENTS, 
AND THE EXECUTION OF 


L. E WS xv” 


T was on Sunday the 2oth of January at four 
o'clock in the afternoon, that the King 
after having heard his ſentence, got leave to 
ſee the Queen, his Siſter, and his Children, 
who were totally ignorant of his fate. On his 
entering the room where they were, the un- 
fortunate Princeſſes thought, by the ſerenity of 
his countenance, that he was juſt acquitted, 
and gave way to the tranſports of the moſt live- 
ly joy: but the King ſoon undeceived them, 
telling them, on the contrary, that he was 
come to take his laſt fare wel of them: No 
words can paint the diſtraction of the Family 
at that moment. The Queen ſprung againſt the 
iron bars of the windows, uttering the moſt 
piercing ſhreiks, and invoking the pity of 
every feeling heart ; the Princeſs Elizabeth, 


j 


and the Princeſs Royal clung to the King's 


knees. During this heart-rending ſcene, the 
Dauphin found means to get out, and was not 


diſcovered 
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1 
diſcovered till he got into the middle of the 
yard, near the gate that opens into the. ſtreet, 
Boing there. ſtopped by the Guards, he cries; 
he groans, he begs of them to let him through. 
But where do you want to go? ſaid one of 
theſe barbarians, affected by his beauty and hk 
tears. I want to go,” (replied he,)“ I 
want to go to beg of the people nat to pat 
« my Papa to death: Good God ! do not 
* hinder me from ſpeaking to them.” And 
with his weak arms he ſtrove to remove the in- 
ſurmountable obſtacles that were oppoſed tohim. 
The King ſtaid two hours with his family ; - 

it was the firſt time, ſince. his impriſanment, 
that he ſaw them in private, and without wit- 
neſſes, the parting moment was dreadful, tho 
they hoped to ſee him again next PONG, the 
Queen quite raving and diſtracted, held the 
King's knees with her arms fo cloſely claſped 
in convulſive agony, that two men were oblig- 
ed to exert their whole ſtrength to diſengage 
hi; Majeſty. The Princeſs Elizabeth and the 
Dauphin were ſtretched on the floor, at the 
King's feet in a ſtate of the moſt dreadful deli- 
rium, the Princeſs Royal lay upon her bed to- 
tally ſenſeleſs and expiring. Such was the ſitu- 
ation of this unfortunate famuly when the King 
Was obliged to withdraw. AS 
He returned to his own apartments without 
uttering a ſingle word, his head . reſting upon 
both his hands. As ſoon as he entered, be fell 
upon his knees. and ſpent the whole evening 


in prayer. He went to ö bed about wic > 
n flept 


3 
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dept © Kue hours, and when "Bis valet de chiim- 
bre came into the room next morning, melt 


ing into tears, the King took him by the Err 
72 0 an Fi Sink, are 90 5 wrong, 2 


then Went to TY ; 92 0 at prey 0 eck, . 
notice was given him, that every thin Was in 
readineſs. _ went down ſtairs with "firm 
ſtep; crofied the court-yards ; and ſeveral times 
turned his. eyes towards the tower where the 
Queen and his family were confined-. Then 
ſtirring himſelf up, as if to fortify his heart, he 
! into the Mayor's coach, with his CH. 
feſſor, and two officers of the national cavalry, 
who had orders to put him to death, if any at- 


tempt ſhould be made to reſcue bim. The 


whole way from the Temple to Lewis the Fifu 
teenth's Place, which is above two miles, was 
lined on both ſides with four continued rows of 
National Guards, eonſiſting of more than two 
hundred thouſand men. Conſternation Was 
viſible in every face; ſome ſhed tears; but they 
gaye.no further teſtimonies of their, concern for 
the moſt virtuous of the ſixty Kings who had 
reigned, over France. 

'They were two hours going from the Tem 
ple to LEw1s the fifteenth's Place, during that 
time, the King read the Prayers of the Dying ab 
ſpoke to his Confeſſor. When he had reached 


ſzhe place, where a ſcaffold was erected near the 


ſpot where his Grandfather' s ſtatue ſtood, even 
ſo 


(4 
ſo late as the 1oth;of Auguſt. As his prayers 
were not yet ended, he concluded them with 
the utmoſt co mpoſure, and alighted from the 
Carriage very calmly; took of his riding- eoat 
himſelf, and remained in a white under waiſt- 
coat; untied his cravat, opened his ſhirt ſo that 
his neck and breaſt were uncovered; and then 
falling on his knees to receive his Confeſſor's 

laſt benediction, he immediately aroſe and aſcen- 
ded the ſcaffold alone. It was at this dreadful 


moment that his Confeſſor, tranſported with 
| his courage and his virtues, fell upon his knees, = 
4k and lifting up his hands and eyes towards him, 7 
| cried out With a loud voice,“ Son of St. LE. We, 
pu are aſcending to Heaven!” SIND 2: 
5 When the Ken got up on the fcafſsld he Hd 
bi! he wiſhed to. (rea? to tte People; three men 
that were to execute him, told him that they 
if muſt tie his hands, and cut off his hair.“ Tie 


0 5 hands, ſaid the King in a forr of a paſſion; 
| but ſuddenly recovering himſelf, he added, Do 


[| what you pleaſe, it is the laſt facrifice. ”” When: | 
N his hands were tied; and his hair cut off, he ſdid. 
| “ hope I ſhall now at leaſt be permitted to 
bl ſpeak, 2 and ſuddenly turning to the left of the” 
| fatal block, he with-a loading firm tone, orde- 


. red the drums to ſtop. Some remains ofreſpect 1 


| made his orders be. inſtantly obeyed; and the 1 
| Kingavailing himſelf ofthat moment's ſtillneſs, M7 
| 53 Ide, faid he, very innocent of all the 
| e pretended crimes laid to my charge: I forgive * 


« thoſe who are the cauſe of my misfortunes :- 
I even wiſh that fly blood may promote the 


happineſs 


happingſs « es AIRY 
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5 him to. the fat al p00 Dane ; and 18 * head Was in. 
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. r eim his body y... One of. them 
ent took ĩt up and mt it ta the mob, AM, 
which, ſome ſhouts were heard of © the Nas, 
4 on BYE Wali The Republic for, ever, d 5 * 

3 8 Some 0 the eye: witneſſes, aſſert, as a Poſſe 
7 | ive. Bel e t he Duke pf OzLE ANS,, and. the } 
= Duke CHAR T RES, Were Pre ſent at the £ rer; 
1 cution One thing at Jeall. is, certain, that fic I. ; 
aq. additional f proof of their Infamny, coul ud. not 
increaſe the. horror they already. e ene 
be” Bo cotpſe of the unfortunate Monarch v Was: 
ed in Magdalen church-yard, between. the 
90010 who were maſſacred on the f oth of Au- 
guſt, and the people who were cruſhed to 
death by the crowd, at the rejoicings at his 
= marriage. in 1770. Quick lime. WAs then 
= thrown upon his corpſe, to haſten its diſſolu- 
tion: The 4A iy: Shad, by A exmtis 
decree, forbid any bens bein iS ſeen in the 
Sz 


itreets, or even at the windd while the 
| 8 was carried along, or during the execu- 
tion. The place rexind-the- fle itont vunS HOW. 
ed only with pikemen an tne loweft-of the 
f. | rabbiez. II mes I 10 YED £32 2 iH 
4 While they were conveyin Wen ae Rigg ſrom. 


TH 71 B the 


(' 16 ) 


the Temple to the place of execution, the train 


was followed by two men in arms, who went 


into all the coffee-houſes and public places, 
where every body was melting into tears,) and 
aſked with loud cries, © If there were ſtill any 


loyal ſubjects who were ready to die for their 
King? But ſuch was the univerſal terror, that 
no body joined them; and they both arrived, 


withbut any increaſe of their party, at the place 


of execution, where they mixed with the 
crowd. . „ 
It is now certain, that ſome timid people, 
well affected to the King, had formed an aſ- 
ſociation of eighteen hundred perſons, who were 


to cry out © Pardon, before the execution: 


but of theſe eighteen hundred cowards, only 
one man had the courage to do his duty, and 
he was inſtantly torn to pieces by the populace. 
Happy man! to die for his King, and be no 
longer doomed to bewail the mfamy of his 


LEWIS the SIXTEENTH'S: 
„„ NI 


N the name of the Moſt Holy Trinity, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, on 
this 25th day of December, 1792, ILRwIs, 
by name, King of France, „ 

2.4 ( | our 
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(; 11 
four Months impriſoned with my family in the 
Tower of the Temple at Paris, by thoſe WhO 


were once my ſubjects; and having been- de- 


prived of all intercourſe whatever, even with 


my on family, ſince the 11th inft; being alſo 
involved in a proſecution, the flue of whic ch, 
from the nature of human paſſions, ic was im- 


poſſible to foreſee, and for, which no pretence 
or juftification can be found in any 1 Kru, 
ing ; having no other witneſs to my thoughts 
than God Jos, to whom I can 1 a EF. 
I here declare in his preſence! my laſt 15 and 
ſentiments. 2 

1 bequeath my foul to God, my Creator: 1 
beſeech him in his mercy to receive it, and not 


: tojudge it according to its own, merits, but by 


thoſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered 
himſelf up as a ſacriſiee to God his Father, for 
us men, however unworthy we were of it, and 
I above all others. 1 

I die in the communion of our r Holy Mother, 
the Catholic, Apaſtolic, and Roman Church, 
that derives her powers by an unterrupted Su- 
cefſion from St. Peter, to whom | hriſt had 
intruſted them. 

I firmly believe and abs al; is contain- 


ed the Creed, of the Apoſtles and of the 
Church, the ſacrements and myſteres, as they 


are taught, and have always been taught by the 


Catholic Church. I have never 


Sache up for a judge of the diff 


ꝑreſumed to 


erent tenets. 
ions that give riſe to ſchiſms in the 
of Jeſas Cheiſt but I haye always left 


„ 


1 


0 125 9 
cherte Ing” Fil att” 49 S leuve⸗ them, if Ky 
aer W ile, og TEE of the” Highe 

crder ofthe © 1 55 A * communich * WI. Me 
mal, Y . 8050 W according to the” unis 


mung! 


Ohy it, as Cn 1 05 directe us. 
] belek God to forgive all m Se ih babs 
f Trupaloufly endeavoured. to comet a perfect 
knowledge of them; to deteſt them and to 
bun bie myſelf before him. As I cannot call'i in 
the af: ſtance of a Catholic Priett, TheſtechGod. 


„ AF 


en, and above all my. Dröfcufle *forrow for 
havin put my name (though it was againſt. 
vill to ſome Acts which may be contra 
to the dilepiline” and faith of the Girhalfe 
Church to wh:ch my heart is fincerely attached.” 
I beſecch God | to Accept my firm” refolution, 
if he {pares my life, to call! in, as ſoon as it is in 
my POV/er, the Race: ofa Catholic Prieſt, 
to give me a abſofution bf all my Sins, and ö ac 
miniſter to me the ſacrement of Repentance, © 
I beg all thoſe whonr I might. W 
Have offended, (for I do not reccollect having 
intentjonally given offence to any body,) or 
Hoſe, to hom i might have fet a bad exam 
„or given occalion of fcandal, to forgive me 
he injury they _ think T have done them. 
I beg all charitable people to join their pray- 


ers to mine, in. order to obtain from God, the 


forgiveneſe of my ſins; = 1 for- 


n 


G 

*'P forgive front my ſoul, thoſe ho. have be- 
come my enemies without any — ror 
my y part; And 7 beſeech God to forgive them, 
as Welk as thoſe who; froina file bf milguideg 
Zell, Have done memjury. 7 (uin? 

TOY! recommend to God, my wife, my | chat 
eren, m ſilters . my aunts; my brothers; and 
all thoſe Wijο are connected witty" me by the 
ties of blood, or in any other manner whatever." 
beſeech God imbre eſpecially, to look down 
with an eye of pity upon my wife, my children, 

and my fitter, who have been ſo long my'fel- 
low- Raftchers and to ſupport them by his di- 
Vine grace, ſhould: they come to loſe me, and 
during their continuance in this tranſitory life: 26 

2 recommend my children to my wife's care; 
never had the leaſt doubt of her maternal af 
fection for them. I defire her, above all things, 


to make them good Chriſtians, and honeſt 


e to teach 1 them to look upon the gran 
urs of the world, (ſhould it ever be their 


doom to experience any) only as dangerous and 


perifhable goods, and to turn their eyes to the 
only folid and laſting glory of eternity. I beg” 
my ſiſter to continue her tenderneſs towards: 
my children, and be unto them as a mother, 
in Malt they ond have the misfortune to loſe: 
their o own, Oo Ted - Tt 
beg of my with to Pie me all the 
wrongs the ſuffers on my account; and what-- 
ever vexation and uneaſineſs I may have given 


her, in the-courſe of our union; as ſhe may be 


ſure, that bear nothing in mind againſt her; 
EY * 


( a ) 
ſhould ſhe think any part of her oondutt in the 
ſmalleſt degree blameable. 


J moſt earneſtly conjure my 8 next 


to their duty to God, which is to take the lead 
of every thing, to continue united among 
themſelves; ſubmiſſive and obedient. to their 
rnother, and grateful to her for all her cares, 
and ſufferings on n account, and in memo- 
ry of me. 

I beg of them to look upon my Siſter as A 
ſecond doe. 

I recommend to my ſon, i in caſe it ſhould be 
his misfortune to be made a King, to think 
that it is his duty to give himſelf up wholly to 
the ſervice and happineſs of his fellow-citizens; 
that it is his duty to forget all enmity and reſent- 
ment, particularly what may relate to my miſ- 
fortunes and ſorrows; that he can neverpromote 


the happineſs of the people, but by reigning, 


according to the laws; but at the ſame time, 


that a King cannot keep up a reverence. for 


thoſe laws, unleſs he is poſſeſſed of neceſſary 
authority, without ax being fettered in his 
operations, and commanding no reſpect, he is 


5 more detrimental than uſeful. 


I recommend to the care of my Son all thoſe 
perſons who were attached to me, as far as his 


-. future circumſtances may afford him the means 
ef fo doing; and beg of him. to conſider, that 
i is a ſacred debt which I have contracted with 


the children and relations of thoſe who have 


Jost their lives. for me; and next, of thoſe, 


who —— on my 
I know 
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11 ati there are ſeveral of the perſons whe 
were once atatched to me, who have not ſince. 
bchaved as they ought, who have even ſhown 

ſome ingratitude; but I forgive them; (in mo- 


"A ments of confirſion and ferment, one is not al- 
ways maſter of one's ſelf,) and I beg of — 
> ſon, if everhe ſhould have an opportunity, to 
think only of their misfortune. 

l wich I could here, with propriety, maſks” 
my particular acknowledgments to thoſe who 
- | have manifeſted a real and diſintereſted attach- 
| A ment to me; if, on the one hand, I was 


luntary atachment, and of the moſt diſintereſt- 
ed concern. I beg of them to ac 0 of theſe 
my thanks; in the preſent ſtate 

1 | Sans I might expoſe _ to ſome dan ger, were 

I I to be more explicit; but I make it one GE! 
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4 i afflicted at the baſeneſs and frantie hatred of 


ſome people, whom I had always treated kind- 
9 conferin ap favours upon them, their re- 
eir friends ; Din on the other 


= lations, and 
4 hand the conſolation to ſee many proofs of vo- 


8 
"vg 8 
N 


things, 1 | 


| my ſpecial charges to my ſon, to ſeek all means. 
he may ever have in his power, of finding them + 


L viees.: : . 
| Thould, however, think myſelf 


puilty, ofec. 


openly.recommend to my ſon, Meſſrs. Chomil- 
© ly and Hue, whoſe ſincere attachment to. me- 
1 128 them to ſhut themſelves up with me 
4 in this melancholy abode; and who had like to 
| | have been the unfortunate victims of their zeal. 


| out, and expreffing his juſt ſenſe of their ſer- i 


b 12 g the honour of the nation, if I did not 


Fg 
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I Alſd recommend Clery; witk whoſc:care! [hd 
attention I have had the igreateſt reaſon to be⸗ 
pleaſed; ever ſince his being with me. As che 
is the only one who has ſtaid with me tothe 
laſt, I beg of the Gentlemen of tlie Commons: 
Council, to deliver up to him my cloaths, my- 
books, my watch, my purſe, and other: little! 
elip&o committed to their care: 14412 

Lagain very freely forgive thoſe oh thou 1 
it praiſeworthy i in thei] to treat me ill, and to 
ſubject me to uneaſineſs; I have met with ſome! 
feeling and ſympathetic ſouls: may they enjoy 
ur their hearts the tranquillity which they maſt 
from their way of thinking 
I beg of Meſſrs. de Maleſherbes, Froncherg! 
and de Seze, to accept theſe my moſt grateful! 
acknowledgments,”- and the aſſurance of my 
lively ſenſe of all the wan took: n 
account. 391 55 

I conclude ceiaki decking, in the a 
God, and at the eve of appearing before his 


tribunal, that I cannot reproach myſelf with! 


any-of ice: that have en nn to; Au 


This, land A e of i it were written it 
the — T ower, on the 2 — of Denn 
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